
Story of Herbert Joseph Dixie 1861-1904 

Compiled by Dale Hartle 1 2/12/2020 

Herbert Joseph Dixie was the son of Margaret Bannister Stow and George Dixie. 

He was born on 27 July 1861 in Clerkenwell, and was the 2nd youngest of 9 children.  Herbert never 

married, and left England for Australia sometime between 1883 and 1885. 

In one letter to her sister Eliza on 8 July 1883, Margaret says, “Herbert is going out to the colonies 

soon, the time is not fixed yet, he has many letters of introduction, but I do not know where he will 

settle down, at any rate, if he comes near you, he will be sure to come and see you” and in a letter on 

20 October 1885, Margaret says, “My son Herbert is now at Brisbane and appears likely to stay there 

at present”.  In fact, Herbert died on 26 December 1904 in Queanbeyan, New South Wales, and is 

buried in the Tharwa Road Cemetery. 

The inscription reads: “In Memory of H.J. Dixie, who died 26th Dec 1904, aged 43 years.  At rest.  

Erected by some of his friends.” 
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Herbert’s lengthy and impressive Obituary was published in The Age (Queanbeyan NSW) on Friday 

30 Dec 19041 and it outlines his life in Australia and the details of his death and funeral: 

Obituary 

MR HERBERT JOSEPH DIXIE 

Great sympathy was felt by the whole of the Queanbeyan community when, on Monday evening, 

flags were hoisted half-mast announcing that Alderman H. J. Dixie had passed over to the great 

majority. Sudden and unexpected, his end came as a surprise to everyone.  Deceased made very 

little complaint of feeling ill up to his last few hours. Medical aid was summoned, but it was not then 

considered that his time had come. At five o'clock, however, on the afternoon of the day 

aforementioned, he lay on his bed in Mrs. Thompson's boarding house reading, and having placed 

his book on his chest, instantaneously breathed his last. 

The cause of his sudden death is attributed to heart disease. Mr. Dixie was born in England in the 

year 1861, and immigrated to New South Wales nearly 18 years ago. Shortly after his arrival in 

Queanbeyan in 1887, a co-operative wool washing works were constructed on the bank of the river 

close by where Mr. A. W. Moriarty’s residence is at present, and Mr. Dixie having had previous 

knowledge of the industry in England was offered the position of general manager. Mr Dixie 

accepted, and held the position for some seven or eight years - the full term of the works' existence. 

From that date till the time of his death, deceased busied himself in several vocations. He for a time 

carried on a commission agency, and afterwards engaged as bookkeeper with Mr. Knox, the 

manager of the Queanbeyan Roller Flour Milling Coy., which position he filled till the time of his 

death. Since the inception of the Pastures Protection Board Mr. Dixie energetically carried out the 

duties of Secretary, with which he gained for himself great favour with the Directors of the Board 

and the stockowners alike, for the exemplary manner in which he dispatched his business and the 

courteousness shown towards the taxpayers. When Mr Dixie came to Queanbeyan twelve thousand 

miles of the briny main separated him from his nearest relative, as was the case up to the last. He 

had one ambition to accomplish to fulfil his heart's desire, and that was to gain the confidence of the 

people and become popular, irrespective of class or position; and with his unselfish, unostentatious 

disposition Mr. Dixie very soon succeeded in sharing the good will and earning the respect of the 

Queanbeyan people. Mr. Dixie lent his services to every public movement that he deemed would 

assist in progressing the town, and by an examination of our files for ten years back we find that 

reports of public meetings are very well punctuated with his name. About nine years ago Mr. Dixie 

was persuaded to contest an aldermanic election; he was successful, and maintained his seat in the 

 
1 The Age (Queanbeyan, NSW : 1904 - 1907)  Fri 30 Dec 1904 Page 2  Obituary 
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council till the time of his death. In the council Mr. Dixie made his voice heard. He was a persistent 

battler for the ratepayers, was thoroughly conversant with each and everyone of the by-laws, and 

many of the standing rules which govern the council to-day are the outcome of the deceased 

alderman's rational reasonings. A prominent member of the now-defunct Queanbeyan Mounted 

Infantry, Mr Dixie grew very popular, latterly reaching the post of Captain. He was also a committee 

man of the Queanbeyan District Hospital. 

Deceased proved a worthy servant to the Queanbeyan P. and A. Association, and the enthusiasm 

displayed by such an ardent worker as he was, will be sorely missed. 

THE FUNERAL. 

Mr H. Lazirus was entrusted with the funeral arrangements. The late Alderman Dixie was a Free 

Mason and by direction of Lodge St. Andrew of which he was secretary, the coffin containing his 

remains was removed on Tuesday evening from his late residence to the Masonic Hall where it 

awaited the usual Masonic funeral ceremonies. The casket was an elaborate specimen of the 

undertaker's art. It was of highly polished cedar with very rich silver mountings some of them being 

of Masonic design. The breast-plate bore the inscription, "Herbert Joseph Dixie, died December 

26(th) 1904, aged 43 years. At rest." The floral wreaths and other designs with which it was covered, 

in addition to the deceased's Masonic regalia, included a wreath from the Mayor and Aldermen and 

another from the Masonic body, both of highly-artistic designs, as well as numerous others. There 

was a Lodge of Sorrow held at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, at which a goodly number of Masons were 

present. The procession was formed outside the Masonic Hall at 3 p.m., the main street for a long 

space being lined with vehicles in waiting. The coffin was borne from the hall to the hearse by six 

Free Masons; and when all was in readiness the Masonic Lodge in full regalia, deeply draped in 

crape, preceded the hearse to the new cemetery, 2k miles distant from town. The Rev W M White 

(C.E.), met the coffin and preceded it to the grave, reading, as he went, the usual sentences. The 

place chosen for burial was beside the graves of the deceased's old and intimate friends, the late 

Captain and Mrs Tompsitt.  

There the coffin was placed in the earth with the solemn ceremonies observed in the interment of 

members of the Church of England.  Close around the open grave stood the Free Masons as chief 

mourners (for as previously stated the deceased had no relatives in Australia). As soon as the rites of 

the church were terminated, the impressive formal ceremony of the Free Masons took place. 

Worshipful Past Masters Dr Richardson and J Gale were entrusted with the responsibility, the latter 

reading from the Ritual the passages appointed to be read at the grave of a deceased brother, the 

brethren giving the responses. At one stage a lambskin apron, emblem of purity and innocence, was 
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laid upon the coffin ; at another, a spray of acacia, token of faith in the immortality of the soul, was 

reverently dropped by each Mason into the open grave; and at another stage Grand Public Honours 

were three times given, at the third and last time the brethren saying - “We cherish his memory 

here; we command his spirit to God who gave it ; and consign his body to the earth.” The ceremony 

was deeply impressive. At its close the grave was filled in, the beautiful wreath placed upon it, and 

the mortal remains of Herbert Joseph Dixie left in repose. 

***************** 

Queanbeyan was declared a municipality in 1885. At 

that time there were eight hotels, four churches, two 

flour mills, a tannery and a lemonade factory, as well 

as dwellings and shops. The railway arrived in 1887 

and the population was recorded as 1262 in 1891. 
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Life in Queanbeyan 

From the information in the obituary and Margaret’s letter, I was able to piece together 
aspects of Herbert’s life in Australia.  I haven’t pinpointed exactly when he arrived 
(sometime between 1885 and 1887), but have the following photo of him provided by the 
Local History Librarian of the Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council.  Herbert Joseph Dixie 
is named as Ald. Dixie, 2nd in from the right in the back row. 

You will see from the newspaper snippets in this document that Herbert was active in local 
politics for a number of years, as well as with the Queanbeyan Company of Mounted Rifles 
and the Masonic Lodge.  He was also working for the wool scouring mill and set up in 
business on his own account as a wool buyer.  There’s a report of a court case where 
Herbert Dixie was charged with larceny as well. 

 

Figure 1 - Queanbeyan Municipal Council 
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Queanbeyan Company of Mounted Rifles 

 
Figure 2 - Queanbeyan Company of Mounted Rifles. 

 
Description 

Group portrait of the members of the Queanbeyan Company of the New South Wales 

Mounted Rifles, under the command of Capt. George Tompsitt (far left). Also identified is A 

A McLean, seated middle row, far left. This regiment had been formed in 1888 and raised 

companies in Bega, Upper Clarence, Queanbeyan, Picton, Campbelltown, and Inverell. It 
was reorganised in 1893 and name changed to the New South Wales Mounted Rifles. No. 3 

Queanbeyan Half Company, NSWMR was disbanded on 30 April 1898.2 
 

In the photograph above, it is assumed that Herbert Joseph Dixie is present, but he 

is not identified.  George Tompsitt (pictured left) died on 8 February 1892 from 

self-inflicted gunshot wounds when climbing over a fence on his farm, so the photo 

would have been taken before this date.  George hailed from Clerkenwell in 

England where the Dixie family came from. 

 
2 https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C986111 - copyright free 

Figure 3 - George 
Tompsitt. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C986111
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In 1885 George Tompsitt bought Hazelbrook Works and renamed it the Hazelbrook Wool Scouring 

Works, Tannery and Wholesale Produce Warehouses where Herbert Dixie worked. George was the 

Queanbeyan Mayor from 1889-1890, and is buried in the Tharwa Road Cemetery.3 

 

Queanbeyan Company of Mounted Rifles 

 

 

 
 

New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900) Fri 15 Mar 1889 [Issue No.159]  

Page 2017 - Government Gazette Appointments and Employment 

 

 

The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954) Wed 10 Apr 1889  Page 4  GOVERNMENT 

GAZETTE. 

  

 
3 Information provided Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council by email 1 Dec 2020 
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Queanbeyan Company of Mounted Rifles 

The nightly drills of the Queanbeyan Mounted Infantry 

are fully attended and the members evince considerable 

interest in getting through the preliminary work. Our 

townsmen, Messrs. E. H. Land, J. Devlin, T. More, and 

another recruit from the country, have joined the corps, 

making the enrolled strength 47, which with three 

officers, makes up the full establishment.  There is only 

room now for five supernumeries.  We understand that 

Captain Tompsitt and Lieut. Dixie will visit the Easter 

encampment, where they will no doubt give much 

experience of Mounted Infantry work.  We understand 

that an encampment for the southern corps is on the 

tapis, when the Bega, Cooma, Queanbeyan and other 

southern companies will be associated.  It will be a good 

thing if the Queanbeyan Reserve Rifle Company can 

also take part in this encampment. 

Goulburn Evening Penny Post (NSW: 1881 - 1940), 

Saturday 13 April 1889, page 6 
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The Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW : 1883 - 1930) Fri 24 May 1889  Page 5  THE GOVERNOR'S 

LEVEE. 
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Queanbeyan Company of Mounted 

Infantry. The commanding officer's 

inspection of the Queanbeyan 

Company of Mounted Infantry took 

place on Saturday. Major Lassetter 

and Captain Antill arrived in 

Queanbeyan on Friday morning. 

Owing to the train arriving three-

quarters of an hour early, the 

mounted escort arranged to meet the 

Major was too late for that purpose. 

There was a good muster of the 

company under the charge of Captain 

Tompsitt, with Lieutenants Dixie and 

Price. After the inspection the 

company was formed in two 

divisions under Lieutenant Dixie 

and Sergeant-Major Dunlop, and a 

sham fight took place in the bush 

about two miles from the town. At the 

conclusion of the parade Major 

Lassetter complimented the company 

on its efficiency. He said there was a marked improvement in the drill since he last saw the 

company. On Friday night the officers gave a ball to the men of the company and their friends. 

There were about 180 present, and it was very successful, the hall being splendidly decorated 

with trophies of arms and flags. Major Lassetter, acompanied by Captain Antill, was present, 

and was received by a guard of honour.  

Goulburn Evening Penny Post (NSW : 1881 - 1940)  Tue 9 Jul 1889  Page 4  Queanbeyan Company of Mounted Infantry. 
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MOUNTED INFANTRY.-The Queanbeyan and Bega Companies of the 

Mounted Infantry Corps which were unable to attend the Easter encampment in 

the National Park, owing to their not having received their uniforms, were 

paraded last week in the Agricultural Society's Ground, Mooro Park. This was 

done in order that these companies might not lose their training. Many of the 

men from Campbelltown, Tabulam, Picton, and Sydney, also joined in, although 

they were not required to do so. The force in camp consisted of 3 captains, 4 

subalterns, 4 staff sergeants, 6 sergeants, 8 corporals, 2 buglers, 2 sergeant 

farriers, 2 shoeing smiths, and 120 privates. Major Lassetter, the officer 

commanding tho Mounted Infantry Force, was in command, with Captain Antill 

as adjutant. Staff Surgeon Major Williams was the medical officer attached to 

the camp, and Mr. Scott (hon. captain) the veterinary surgeon. The other officers 

in camp were: Queanbeyan Company-Captain Tomppitt, and Lieutenants Dixie 

and Price; Bega Company-Captain Bland, and Lieutenants Rowe and Giffen. 

The men showed themselves to be thoroughly in earnest, and went through their 

evolutions in a creditable manner. 

Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1870 - 1907)  Sat 15 Jun 1889  Page 43 
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Events of the Week. 

His Excellency, the Governor on Friday, 14th, entertained at dinner the officers of 

the Mounted Infantry. The guests present were Colonel Spalding, Colonel Airey, 

Major Lassetter, Major Macdonald, Surgeon-Major Williams, Captain Antill, 

Captain Bland, Captain Dodds, Captain Knox, Captain Moore, Captain Tompsitt, 

Lieutenant Butler, Lieutenant Campbell, Lieutenant Dixie, Lieutenant Giren, 

Lieutenant Newman, Lieutenant Purves, Lieutenant Price, Lieutenant Rowe, 

Lieutenant Vernon, the Hon. Rupert Carington, and Mr. E. W. Wallington. The 

guests were in full uniform, the various colours giving an unusually gay appearance 

to a gathering of gentlemen. The dinner was pronounced a special success, and the 

company separated with a high appreciation of the rare qualities as a host possessed 

by their honorary colonel. 

 
The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1871 - 1912)  Sat 22 Jun 1889  Page 1296   

Events of the Week. 
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APPLICATIONS For Leases:-The following applications for mineral leases have been made 

to the Warden's Clerk at Queanbeyan :-W. Pike 39¾ acres at Weejasper, one mile south of 

confluence of Limestone Creek and Goodraradigbee River, parish of Cromwell, parish of 

Buccleugh, for copper; Herbert J Dixie, 39¾ acres adjoining the above, for copper; Thomas 

Franklin 32¾ acres adjoining the above, for copper. 

 

Queanbeyan Age (NSW : 1867 - 1904)  Sat 10 Aug 1889  Page 2 

 

 

The General Officer commanding the New 

South Wales forces has formally sanctioned the 

formation of a detachment of the Mounted 

Infantry at Bungendore, to be connected with 

the Queanbeyan Company. With such a 

concession as this there is nothing whatever to 

prevent the Queanbeyan Company of the 

Mounted Infantry Regiment being about the 

first in point of efficiency amongst the six 

troops of the Regiment. 

The newly formed detachment at Bungendore 

held their first drill on Tuesday evening last, 

when the whole detachment, with a couple of 

exceptions who could not possibly be present, 

put in an appearance. 

As a "first night" performance the most 

exacting could not wish better, the whole lot 

showing a commendable desire to get through 

their work before Major Lassetter's inspection, 

which comes off on the 5th March. The 

detachment shows a really good specimen of 

young Australian volunteers who, without 

doubt, will prove an invaluable acquisition to 

the Queanbeyan mounted troop.  

Goulburn Evening Penny Post (NSW : 1881 - 1940) Sat 18 Jan 1890  Page 6  QUEANBEYAN.   
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Queanbeyan Mounted Infantry. 

On Wednesday afternoon there was 

a general parade and inspection by 

Major-General Richardson, of the 

Queanbeyan company of mounted 

infantry, on the reserve in front of 

the court-house, Queanbeyan. The 

Bangendore contingent were 

present, and altogether, officers and 

rank and file made an assemblage of 

about forty strong.  The company 

presented a highly creditable 

appearance in their uniform and 

accoutrements, and went through 

their various evolutions and 

exercises in such a manner as to elicit high enconiums from the major-general. 

Goulburn Herald (NSW : 1881 - 1907)  Mon 1 Dec 1890  Page 2  MONDAY.   
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Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 2nd April, 1892. 

HIS Excellency the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has 

been pleased to make the following promotions in the Volunteer Force, 

viz.:— 

First Lieutenant Herbert Joseph Dixie to be Captain, vice Tompsett, 

deceased and Second Lieutenant James Dunlop to be First Lieutenant, vice 

Dixie, in the Queanbeyan Company, Mounted Infantry Regiment —to bear 

date 9th February,1892. 

GEORGE R. DIBBS. 

 
New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900)  Fri 8 Apr 1892 [Issue No.278]  

Page 3047   Government Gazette Appointments and Employment 
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QUEANBEYAN MOUNTED 

INFANTRY.  

Every resident of the district must feel 

a glow of pride at the news that the 

Queanbeyan company of mounted 

infantry is not to be disbanded.  Why 

the local company should be 

disbanded and weaker and less useful 

ones were allowed to remain could 

never be fathomed.  The only 

supposition that was worth anything 

was that it was desirable to 

concentrate the forces by lopping off 

the distant ones.  But as a matter of 

fact the Queanbeyan men, being close 

to the railway line, are days nearer 

than those who would have to travel 

miles on horseback to a railway.  

Again, our company is well situated to 

guard the southern coast.  The fact that 

our men are so efficient had a great 

deal to do with their rescue from 

disbandment.  Had that taken place 

great injury would have been done to 

the Gininderra contingent, who have 

only just attained efficiency, after 

laborious drill for serveral months.  

Many of them have gone to great 

expense, inconvenience, and loss of 

time, riding many long journeys, and 

it would have been serious injustice to withhold the spurs after they had been so justly earned.  

The mounted infantry are not so highly paid; in fact they get no more than foot infantry, and 

have, in addition, to provide and keep horses and saddles.  One good thing the proposal has 

done – it has shown, with public emphasis, the remarkable efficiency and undoubted 

suppremacy of the Queanbeyan company mounted infantry, and will be a strong incentive to 

future honours.  Queanbeyan folk will have an opportunity on Anniversary Day of displaying 

their interest in the company. 

Goulburn Herald (NSW : 1881 - 1907)  Mon 23 Jan 1893  Page 2   
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QUEANBEYAN. 

(From Local Papers) 

THE meeting of ratepayers called for the purpose of nominating candidates for 

the vacancies caused by the disqualification through non-attendance of Ald. H. 

J. Dixie and Ald. J. Ford took place in the Council Chambers on Wednesday at 

noon. There was only a small attendance of ratepayers. The Mayor, Mr. Land, 

acted as returning-officer, and read out the nomination papers as follows: For 

Alderman Dixie’s seat.  Herbert Joseph Dixie, by Messrs. P. Pooley, G. A. 

Kaye, C.E. DeSmot, W. A. McDonald, J. W. Nugent, and E. H. Fallick. There 

being no other nomination the returning-officer declared Mr. Dixie duly elected. 

For Alderman Ford's. seat-John Ford, nominated by Messrs. H. Hafer, R. Hayes, 

AM. Byrne, Malcolm McIntosh, WV. Fraser, G. Hunt, sen., Amos Firth, 

nominated by Messrs. A. H. Garraway, C. J. B. Helm, P. Blackall, J. H. Hudson, 

C. Burn, W. Parker, and WV. A. McDonald. The returning officer appointed 

Saturday, 13th inst., as the day to take the poll. 

 

Goulburn Evening Penny Post (NSW : 1881 - 1940)  Tue 16 Oct 1894  Page 4  QUEANBEYAN. 
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Page 6632  BOROUGH COUNCIL OF QUEANBEYAN. 

 

 

New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900)  Fri 12 Jul 1895 [Issue No.464 

(SUPPLEMENT)]  Page 4527  NEW SOUTH WALES DEFENCE FORCE GAZETTE. 

 

 

 

Captain Herbert Joseph Dixie, of the Queanbeyan Mounted Rifles, has resigned his 

commission. 

 

Queanbeyan Age (NSW : 1867 - 1904)  Wed 17 Jul 1895  Page 2 

 

The reason for the resignation is unclear.  Perhaps business and local politics were consuming a large 

amount of Herbert Dixie’s time. 
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AUCTIONEERS' LICENSES. 

At the Police Court on Tuesday, before Messrs. Wright, Gale, Bull, and Lazarus, an application 

for an auctioneers license was granted to Herbert Joseph Dixie, and renewals were granted to 

Ernest C. Hincksman, and Edward C. Harris. 

 

 

 

New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900)  Fri 14 Feb 1896 [Issue 

No.106]  Page 1022  BOROUGH OF QUEANBEYAN. 
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Record of a court case accusing Herbert Joseph Dixie of Larceny as a Bailee.  The dispute 

was over the sale of wool left by Thomas Buttle, and subsequently sold by Dixie, however 

Buttle said he was never paid for it.  The article was too long to reproduce an image of 

here, so a transcript has been prepared.  It offers insight into wool transactions of the day. 

 

LARCENY AS A BAILEE. 

 

H. J. Dixie, auctioneer, Queanbeyan, was a 

charged with larceny as a bailee in 

January, 1896, of certain wool, valued at 

£7 10s, the property of Thomas Buttle. Mr. 

Millard for plaintiff, Mr. Downing for 

defendant.  

Thomas Buttle, tanner, deposed : About 

8th January, 1896, I gave instructions to 

W. J. Naylor to send the wool to the 

Queanbeyan Wool Works to be scoured. I 

heard from Mr. Naylor that he had sent to 

Mr. Dixie, at the woolwash. I saw 

Mr. Dixie about March, 1898, and asked 

what he had done with the wool. He said 

he bought the wool off Naylor. I told him I 

would not believe him; it was not Naylor's 

wool, it was my property. I then left. I 

went again with Naylor. Naylor said to 

him, "Did you tell Mr. Buttle that I sold 

you the wool?” He replied, "Well, really, I 

was in Sydney at the time, and my man 

took charge of it, and gave a receipt for it. 

I sold it, and I am willing to pay for it.” He 

wanted to give me a promissory note for 

£7.17s, to become due on lst April, for the 

wool. I told him the promissory note was 

like him, it was no good. He said if I 

waited till the lst of April he would pay 

me. I said “the lst of April be it”, and I 

walked away. I called again for the money, 

about the 8th. I said, “Well, what about the 

wool, Dixie?” He said, "I really cannot 

pay, but if you like to wait, I will pay you, 

If you don't like to wait, you can do your 

best.” I said “I've waited long enough, and 

I would wait no longer.” I left the office, 

and about a week after I laid the 

information. I did not go to Dixie before 

because I sent Naylor. I have never 

received the wool or any of the 

proceedings. Naylor was my agent.  

To Mr. Downing: The wool is mine. 

Naylor is not a partner. I own the wool, 

and I give Naylor half an interest in it. At 

the first interview with Dixie the amount 

was not settled. I do not think I offered to 

accept half, or anything of the sort. I was 

not aware that Mr. Dixie had left the Wool 

Works for a year. I do not know when 

Mr. Dixie left the Wool Works. I know 

that Dixie was buying wool. I did not see 

Dixie before because Naylor was my 

agent. It was a mistake that Dixie got the 

wool.  

Mr Wright (who had taken a seat on the 

Bench after the case had commenced) 
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asked a question, and Mr. Downing 

objected to any interference with the case 

from Mr. Wright as that gentleman had not 

been present when the case opened.  

Mr. Wright said he wanted some ruling on 

the matter, else he would take part. Mr. 

Millard complained that they were wasting 

time. 

Mr. Bull : If it keeps on I shall leave the 

Bench. 

Witness to Mr. Millard : As far as the 

dead wool and skin are concerned, it is 

optional whether I give Naylor any money 

at all.  

[Mr. Gale here stated that he considered 

Mr Wright a magistrate in this case].  

William John Naylor deposed : In 

January, 1896, I sent some wool into 

Queanbeyan by instructions from Mr. 

Buttle. I sent it to Mr. Dixie as manager of 

the Wool Works. Three or four months 

after 1 saw Mr. Dixie in Queanbeyan. He 

said he sent the wool  I down to Sydney. I 

said what about the payment. He said he 

had not got the account sales. I saw him 

again in a week or two, and he made the 

same reply. I called repeatedly on 

Mr. Dixie and never got the money. I 

called in March last with Mr. Buttle, on 

Mr. Dixie. I did not sell the wool to 

Mr. Dixie. I never made an offer. Mr. 

Buttle and I have the sheep on the halves. I 

send the wool down in Mr. Buttle's name; 

we divide the cheque.  

To Mr. Downing: I instructed Plummer to 

take wool to the wool works. I was not I 

aware that Mr Dixie had left the wool 

works 12 months. In my presence Mr 

Buttle said he would take half, if the other 

half was given to me. He did not sell the 

wool to Dixie.   

John Smith, deposed : I was in Mr. 

Dixie’s employ in January, 1896. (Receipt 

of wool produced).  

To Mr. Downing : Mr. Dixie was a buyer  

of wool on his own account. When I was 

with him Mr. Dixie had been away from 

the wool works for some time then.  

Mr. Downing pointed out that larceny by a 

bailee had to be proved up to the hilt. 

There was not the slightest proof that the 

message had been delivered to Mr. Dixie.  

Mr. Millard maintained that the receipt 

produced was proof of the baileeship, 

being given by Mr. Dixie’s agent.  

The Bench, after consultation, by a 

majority, Mr. Bull declining to proceed 

with the case, considered a prima facie 

case made out. 

The charge was read out, and defendant 

asked their worships to deal with the case 

summarily, and pleaded not guilty.  

Herbert Joseph Dixie deposed : I left the 

wool works in February or March, 1895. I 

commenced business in Queanbeyan in 

May, 1895. I first saw Naylor about the 

middle of 1896. We had a conversation 
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about Buttle and Naylor's wool. I said I 

could not remember any wool, and we 

went into my office. After searching 

through my receiving book I could find no 

mention of it. He said he had the receipt 

for the wool. I saw the receipt early in 

1897. In September, 1895, I inserted an 

advertisement in the paper stating that I 

was prepared to buy wool, and was 

constantly purchasing small lots of wool 

on my account. I acknowledged my 

responsibility over the wool, and said I 

was not able to pay. Nothing was, up to 

then, said about the, wool works, or 

scouring, or any trust as bailee. The wool 

was sent to Sydney and sold on my 

account, and I received the proceeds. I 

never saw the wool or handled it. In his 

first interview Buttle said he gave no 

authority to sell the wool at all to me. At 

the second interview I agreed to pay Buttle 

on the 1st April, and asked him to fix the 

amount to be paid. I suggested 2d to 3d per 

lb., as the price to be paid for the wool, but 

Buttle said that it. should be 3d to 4d, and 

produced his calculation. I also calculated 

it and made it come to £7 19s 2d. Buttle 

said “pay me my half, and pay Naylor the 

balance.” The half came to £3 17s 4d. 

Before leaving Buttle said if I did not pay 

him he would get a warrant. I asked him 

what for, and he said he ought never to 

have had the wool at all, it ought to have 

gone to the Wool Works. I told him that 

was the first I had heard of it, and that he 

ought to have mentioned it a couple of 

years ago.  

Cross Examined by Mr Garraway : I 

first saw Naylor about the middle of 1896. 

I got on to him for not seeing me earlier. I 

sent the wool away and got account of 

sales, but these would not disclose value. I 

could not tell to whom each particular bale 

belonged. I was not at the time selling a 

single bale of wool as bailee, not a bale of 

wool came to my place except what I had 

purchased on my own account. The way I 

found out subsequent what bales belonged 

to Naylor was that some were labelled 

W.J.N. I only found this out last week after 

a close scrutiny of my account sales. The 

reason there was no entry for the receipt of 

this wool was as follows - I was absent 

from Queanbeyan wool buying, and after 

being received by my clerk it was placed 

in a shed where I stored a lot of wool, the 

boy omitted to enter the matter in the day 

book and also to mention the matter to me, 

and it remained there to the end of the 

season when with a lot of oddments it was 

sent away to Sydney. It was the boy's duty 

to mention what had been done during my 

absence. The boy never mentioned this 

transaction. The wool was stored in Rolfe's 

old hotel. When I first saw Buttle I did tell 

him that I bought the wool from Naylor. 

No price was over arranged until this year. 

At the meeting I have described I did 
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promise Mr Buttle a P N. for his half 

share; Naylor said he did not want one for 

his half as he was not in a hurry for the 

money for a few weeks. 

By Mr Downing : When I say I bought the 

wool off Naylor I mean that when  he 

produced the receipt I first became aware 

that any of his wool had gone through my 

hands, but as it had been inadvertently sent 

away with my own wool I acknowledged 

my liability to pay for it.  

Accused was found guilty and fined £20; 

or in default hard labor in Queanbeyan 

gaol for three months.  

Mr Downing asked for a note to be taken 

of the objection that he had raised that Mr 

J. J. Wright having taken his seat on the 

Bench after a witness had commenced his 

evidence was not qualified to adjudicate. 

We understand that an appeal has been 

lodged in this case. 

 

Queanbeyan Age (NSW : 1867 - 1904)  Sat 30 Apr 1898  Page 2  LARCENY AS A BAILEE. 
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An appeal to the court restraining John Gale and John James Wright JPs, who heard the complaint, 

and Thomas Buttle the applicant, from proceeding further upon the conviction of the appellant 

Herbert Joseph Dixie. 

 

 

The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954)  Tue 24 May 1898  Page 3  IN CHAMBERS. 
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A TRANSACTION IN WOOL. 

WRIT OF PROHIBITION GRANTED. 

Mr. Curlewis (instructed by Messrs. Gould and Shaw) moved in Chambers, before Mr. Justice 

Cohen, to make absolute a rule nisi restraining John Gale, John James Wright, Js.P, of 

Queanbeyan, and Thomas Buttle, from proceeding further upon a conviction which had been 

recorded by the justices at the Queanbeyan Police Court against Herbert Joseph Dixie. 

Mr. White (Instructed by Mr. A. M. Millard) appeared for the respondent Buttle. In this case 

Dixie had been proceeded against on an Information laid by Buttle charging him with the 

larceny as a bailee of wool of the value of £7 17s 6d. After hearing the evidence, the Bench 

found Dixie guilty, and imposed a fine of £20, with, the option of three months' imprisonment. 

The rule nisi had been obtained upon the grounds that the sentence was bad, as it did not comply 

with the provisions of Act 155 Victoria No. 5: that the conviction was contrary to the evidence; 

and that the conviction was bad, because it was made by John Gale and John James Wright, 

whereas Wright did not hear the whole of the evidence, and was absent from the trial during a 

considerable portion of the hearing. After considerable argument, Mr. White intimated that he 

would consent to the rule being made absolute without costs, and conditionally that the second 

ground was not to be used against the respondent Buttle in the event of any subsequent 

proceedings. The rule was made absolute on these terms. 
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THE DIXIE PROHIBITION 

In chambers on Monday before Mr 

Justice Cohen, Mr Curlewis, 

instructed by Messrs. Gould and 

Shaw (for Mr W. D. Downing, of 

Queanbeyan), appeared for Herbert 

Joseph Dixie and moved to make 

absolute a rule nisi for a prohibition to 

restrain John Gale and John James 

Wright,. Js P., of Queanbeyan, and 

Thomas Buttle from proceeding 

further upon the conviction of 

appellant. Mr White, instructed by Mr 

A M Millard, appeared for the 

respondent Buttle to oppose the 

application. It appeared from the 

affidavits that Dixie was convicted on 

an information laid by Buttle upon a 

charge of larceny as a bailee of wool 

of the value of £7 17s 6d, and was 

fined £20, with the alternative, in 

default of payment, of three months’ 

imprisonment. The present appeal 

was based on the grounds (1) That the 

sentence was bad as it did not comply 

with the provisions of the Act 55., -.5; 

(2) that the conviction was against 

evidence; (3) that the conviction was 

bad in as much as it was made by John 

Gale and John James Wright, whereas the latter did not hear the whole of the evidence he being 

absent during a considerable proportion of the proceedings. After argument Mr. White 

consented to the rule being made absolute, without costs on the understanding that the second 

ground was not to be used against Buttle in the event of any subsequent proceedings arising 

out of the case. Rule absolute without costs. 

 

Queanbeyan Age (NSW : 1867 - 1904)  Sat 28 May 1898  Page 2  THE DIXIE PROHIBITION. 
 



Story of Herbert Joseph Dixie 1861-1904 

Compiled by Dale Hartle 27 2/12/2020 

 

A CONVICTION SET ASIDE. 

An application was made to the Judge in Chambers yesterday on behalf of Herbert Joseph 

Dixie, to make absolute a rule nisi for a prohibition to restrain John Gale, John James Wright, 

JsP,, of Queanbeyan, and Thomas Buttle, from proceeding further upon a conviction entered 

against the applicant by the justices at the Queanbeyan Police Court. An information had been 

laid by the respondent Buttle, charging Dixie with the larceny as a bailee of wool of the value 

of £7 17s 6d. The bench, after hearing evidence, found Dixie guilty, and fined him £20, with 

the alternative of three months’ imprisonment. The rule nisi had been obtained on the grounds, 

among others, that the conviction was contrary to the evidence, and that it was bad, inasmuch 

as it was made by John Gale and John James Wright, whereas Wright did not hear the whole 

of the evidence, and was absent from the trial during a considerable portion of the hearing. 

After argument Mr White, who appeared for the respondent, consented to the rule being made 

absolute without costs, and conditionally that one of the grounds was not to be used against 

Buttle in the event of any subsequent proceedings. Upon these terms the rule was made 

absolute. 

 

Evening News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 - 1931)  Tue 24 May 1898  Page 2  A CONVICTION SET ASIDE. 
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MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 

On Tuesday evening Mr. Henry B. Fisher addressed the ratepayers from the balcony of the 

Birkenhead Hotel Drummoyne, and received a good hearing. Mr. C. Line was chairman, and 

Messrs. A. Mitchell, J. Bowden, J. Tonkin, and W. Swan spoke in support of the candidate. 

Queanbeyan. — Nominations for aldermen are as follow:— Messrs. William and James Pike 

and Herbert J. Dixie, the three retiring aldermen, and Thomas Cox. For the position of auditors 

the applicants are Messrs. W. Dunchea and W. R Cantle. 

 

Evening News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 - 1931)  Fri 3 Feb 1899  Page 6  MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 
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The Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW : 1883 - 1930)  Mon 13 Feb 1899  Page 6  MUNICIPAL 

ELECTIONS. 

 

ALDERMANIC ELECTION. 

The annual Election for Aldermen 

takes place within a few days but up to 

the present there seems to be little or 

no interest displayed in the contest. 

The three aldermen whos seats 

become vacant by effluxion of time are 

Messrs William Pike, James Thomas 

Collett, and Herbert Joseph Dixie. Of 

these it is definitely known that'Mr 

Collett will not seek re-election. The 

other two, both of whom have held 

seats in the council, intend to seek re-

election. The Nomination Day is fixed 

for Tuesday, January 4th, but the 

nomination of candidates must be in the hands of the Mayor by Monday evening next, so that 

there is now but little time to spare.  So far no names have been mentioned as probable 

candidates. 

Queanbeyan Age (NSW : 1867 - 1904)  Sat 25 Jan 1902  Page 2  ALDERMANIC ELECTION. 
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The Queanbeyan Observer (NSW : 1894 - 1908; 1910 - 1915)  Tue 4 Feb 1902  Page 3  Annual 

Municipal Election. 
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The Queanbeyan Observer (NSW : 1894 - 1908; 1910 - 1915)  Tue 11 Feb 1902  Page 2  Municipal 

Elections. 

 

 

Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001)  Tue 18 Feb 

1902 [Issue No.141]  Page 1397  BOROUGH OF QUEANBEYAN. 
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Municipal Elections, Polling Day 

Last Saturday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., polling proceeded at the Council Chambers for the election of 

three aldermen in the room of Aldermen Dixie, Collett, and Pike, whose terms of office had expired by 

effluxion of time.  There were five candidates in the contest, the three retiring aldermen and Messrs. 

Atkinson and O’Rourke.  The Mayor, Alderman Dr Blackall, J.P., presided as Returning Officer, and 

the Council Clerk, Mr J.H. Hincksman, undertook the duties of poll-clerk. 

The voting continued steadily from first to last during the appointed hours, and shortly before 6 pm, the 

result was announced.  It came as a complete surprise to the consideerable number of ratepayers 

assembled outside eager for the result, as well as to everybody else as soon as the news was distributed.  

The announcement, of course, was informal and subject to revision. The following are the position and 

figures: J.T. Collett 81, H.J. Dixie 76, E.G. Atkinson 72, W.Pike 69 , C.J.O’Rourke 62. 

Contrary to expectations, but agreeable to himself and his numerous supporters, Alderman ollett topped 

the poll, with Alderman Dixie following.  The position gained by Alderman Atkinson must be very 

flattering to that gentleman.  It was an equal surprise to everybody to find that after a career of 12 years 

in the council Alderman Pike has suffered a defeat, and stands aside for an infusion of more new blood. 

... Alderman Dixie was not present. ... 

The Queanbeyan Observer (NSW : 1894 - 1908; 1910 - 1915) Tue 11 Feb 1902  Page 2  Municipal 

Elections.  

 

(This was a fairly lengthy article what was difficult to capture as an image, so the above is just an 

extract.) 
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Masonic Installation. 

THE annual Installation of Officers 

of Lodge St. Andrew, Queanbeyan 

took place on Wednesday 25th. 

Installing Master on the occasion 

was Wor. Bro. Huxtable, D.G.I.W., 

of Goulburn; assisted by Past 

Masters Bros. Burmester, Hunt and 

others. There were about 30 visiting 

brethern from Goulburn, 

Braidwood, Cooma, Yass, Sydney, 

Newcastle and other places. The 

following officers elect were duly 

installed in their respective officers 

:W. M — Wor. Bro.Jno. Gale ; I. P 

M. Wor. Bro; Sidney L. Richardson 

; S. W. Bro. Wm. Brown; J. W.—

Bro Herbert J. Dixie ; Chaplain.— 

Bro.H. J. Jeffreys; Treas. — Bro. T. 

Whithead ; Sec.— Bro. W. 

Clemesha ; S. D.— Bro. H. J. S. 

Hungerford ; J. D.—Bro: F. A. 

Campbell; I. G. — Bro. John 

Russell ; Stewards.—Bros A. 

Collett, A.McPherson ; Tyler.— 

Bro. J. H. W. Walker. A banquet 

took place in the Protestant Hall at 6 

p.m., when about 60 persons sat 

down, and the usual Lodge toasts were duly honored. The caterer for the banquet was Mr. A. 

McPherson of the Commercial Hotel, who carried it out in his usual style, and many high 

compliments were paid to the caterer for the manner in which he carried out his duties. The 

gathering broke up about 8.30 p.m. when most of the visitors left by train. 

Queanbeyan Age (NSW : 1867 - 1904)  Sat 28 Feb 1903  Page 2  Masonic Installation. 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE P. AND A. ASSOCIATION. 

TO THE EDITOR. 

 

DEAR Sir, If you will allow me the opportunity I would like to impress on all 

subscribers and others, the necessity of attending the annual meeting of the above 

to take place on the 30th instant. If it be the desire of the residents that the annual 

show should be a greater success than it usually is, then it is necessary that a 

greater interest should be taken in the Association throughout the year - not only 

at show time - by attending the Annual Meeting, paying subscriptions obtaining 

special prizes and arranging the schedule, months, instead of a few weeks before 

the show. It is a disgrace to us that our subscribers are so few; with a very little 

effort the number could be doubled. This would mean increased interest 

generally and make our show what it should be - as good as Yass at least. Yours 

faithfully, HERBERT J. DIXIE.   

 

The Age (Queanbeyan, NSW : 1904 - 1907)  Tue 26 Jul 1904  Page 2  Open Column 
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PASTURES PROTECTION BOARD. 

Queanbeyan District. 

ANNUAL STOCK RETURNS 

NOTICE is hereby given that every Owner of Stock in the Pastures Protection 

District of Queanbeyan must furnish a Return of his Land and Stock in such 

'District, and of any of his stock travelling in any other District, in the prescribed 

.Form on or before the TENTH DAY of JANUARY NEXT, such Return to be 

delivered to me personally or sent by Registered letter, addressed to the Pastures 

Protection Board at Queanbeyan, and must be made by every owner, irrespective 

of the number of Stock owned. Any owner failing to make any such Return shall, 

be liable to a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

Copies of the prescribed Form may be obtained at the various Court Houses, 

Police Stations, and Post Offices of the District. 

HERBERT J. DIXIE 

Queanbeyan, Secretary - December 19, 1904 

 

 

 

 


